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LOTTERYWEST AND TOTALISATOR AGENCY BOARD - COMPUTER SYSTEMS AND POKER 
MACHINES 

152. Mrs J. HUGHES to the Minister for Racing and Gaming: 
Is the minister aware of recent media commentary about moves by Lotterywest and the Totalisator Agency 
Board to modernise their ageing computer systems and calls for the introduction of poker machines in Western 
Australia? 

Mr M. McGOWAN replied: 
I thank the member for the question.  I am aware of the media commentary by both media commentators and 
some industry groups that somehow the state government is favouring its own in these upgrades to quarter of a 
century old computer systems and that this is some sort of method by the state government to increase its 
revenue and deny clubs and pubs income from poker machines.  If that were the case, and the government really 
wanted to expand its revenue, it would allow poker machines in Western Australia.  In fact, the government is 
missing out on $300 million a year in tax revenue by not allowing poker machines in Western Australia.  In 
addition, the government will cut taxes on the racing industry by an additional $12 million a year in the 2007 
budget, as well as providing the $20 million infrastructure program for racing.  If the government had some 
secret agenda, why would it be doing those sorts of things?   

The key to the issue is that the people who run this argument are basically alleging that there is no difference 
between racing, lotteries and those sorts of products and poker machines.  Nothing could be further from the 
truth.  I have with me a major study conducted by the Victorian government into the impact of poker machines in 
Victoria, presented in December 2005.  Obviously, it is a major analysis that used Western Australia as a test 
case for the situation if poker machines were not introduced to a state.  The study found that in Victoria the 
average adult spends two and a half times more on gambling than an adult in Western Australia; the prevalence 
of problem gambling in Victoria is three times that in Western Australia; we could expect an additional 11 250 
problem gamblers if we were to allow poker machines in the state; and, on a per capita basis, the number of new 
clients attending problem gambling - 

Mr C.J. Barnett:  Are you going to bring poker machines in or not? 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  Just a moment.  On a per capita basis, the number of new clients attending problem 
gambling counselling is 13 times higher in Victoria than it is in Western Australia.   

The government’s position is absolutely crystal clear.  It will not under any circumstances allow poker machines 
in Western Australia, whereas the Liberal Party opposition has been a little more sneaky on this issue.  It has one 
foot either side of a barbed-wire fence.  If it has one foot either side of a barbed-wire fence, it can get itself into 
trouble. 

Mr T.R. Buswell interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN:  What is the opposition’s position?  Members opposite will not give us their position.  
Their position is very unclear on this issue.  I will tell the house the latest fact that has come to our attention.  
The opposition has on its staff the principal pokies backer in this state - a man who in fact has his own web site 
dedicated to the promotion of the expansion of gambling and gaming machines in Western Australia.  He works 
for the opposition and ran as a pro-pokies candidate at the last election.  The member for Serpentine-Jarrahdale 
has him on his staff, and the member has now asked nearly 40 questions querying the government’s position on 
this issue.  Therefore, we can see that the opposition is not being honest with the people of Western Australia on 
this issue. 
 


